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ABSTRACT

Many studies observed that the Church involvementdclesiastical architecture for a number of desad
amounted to apostasy and heresy. Other studies ddagenoted that architecture has augmented andéasme an
impetus to the aspirations and purpose of Chrigyiaimhis study examined apostasy and heresy inCierch and how
they have affected the development of ecclesidsiichitecture in Nigeria. The three phases ofestaktical architecture
development were considered. Since this study esr#itical and historical in nature, qualitative hnoets in form of
literature, unstructured interview and non-pargécipobservation were adopted to gather the data.afalysis was done
through description and content analysis. The figgiof this study showed that, in Nigeria, architex created identity
for the Church, registered the Church’s presenewety location, exhibited the wealth of the Chuymahcouraged the poor
of hope and announced the Church to the world. $hisly concluded that the issue of apostasy orshienas not
associated with the development of ecclesiasticehiecture in Nigeria. Rather architecture hastdouted to the

aspirations and purpose of the Church.
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